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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Line 2 of Paragraph 0001 , after "2001", insert --, now U.S. Patent 6,736,180 B2-- 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-22 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: With respect 
to claims 1-7, 8-12, 13-15, 16-19, the prior art of record does suggest a method of 
forming a compliant marking tool for attachment to a fiber placement machine (see 
Aibers, US Patent 5066352) with marking tips and holders. However, the prior art does 
not suggest a flexible member configured and adapted to flex in response to the 
marking tool contacting the work piece and to allow the marking tool to follow a contour 
of the workpiece. 

As correctly pointed out in the response submitted 10/8/2003 in parent 
application 10/012,609, Regnault is intended to mark a flat surface, and would not be 
intended to follow the contours of a curved surface. 
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With respect to claims 20-22, the prior art of record does suggest a method of 
using a marking tool for attachment to a fiber placement machine (see Aibers, US 
Patent 5066352) with marking tips and holders. Furthermore, Aibers does suggest that 
the first gantry, which controls the marking tool, is under the control of a NC control 
system (see column 7, lines 1-10). However, the prior art does not suggest a providing 
a flexible member that is configured and adapted to flex in response to the marking tool 
contacting the work piece, a holder pivotably connected to the flexible member so that 
the holder can pivot relative to the flexible member. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to George R. Koch III whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1230 (TDD only). If the applicant cannot make a direct TDD-to-TDD call, the 
applicant can communicate by calling the Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339 and 
giving the operator the above TDD number. The examiner can normally be reached on 
M-Th 10-7. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Fiorilla can be reached on (571) 272-1187. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




George R. Koch III 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 1734 
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July 7 th , 2004 
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